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Context

* Area of'Outstancﬁng Natural Beauty :
e Located on Ring of Kerry and Wild Atlantic Way, Skellig Michael
- Attracts circa 1m visitors — majority day visitors from Killarney

* However, ..... 3 B .

* Tourist Season is short — St‘Jmmer months

* Region is suffering from economic decline and de-population _ *
* Population of Cahersiveen declined by 15% from 2002 to 2016.

* One of the lowest disposable incomes in country*

@ chool enrolmernits in sharp decline : .



Primary / National School Enrolments in Skellig Region,
2006-2015

2006 m 2010 2015




Primary / National School Enrolments in Skellig Region,
2006-2015

-25.6%

m 2006 m2010 2015




Total Enrolments in Colaiste na Sceilge Secondary School,
Cahersiveen, 2007-2016




Total Enrolments in Colaiste na Sceilge Secondary School,

Cahersiveen, 2007-2016

-15.4%
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. Light Pollution in Europe



Light pollution is
not onlga -
hindrance to
astronomy, but
it also impacts’
the .
environment.

IDA — Internationa# Dark Sky Association

»

THE UNIVERSE
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INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF -

ASTRONOMY
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 Certified IDA International
Dark Sky Reserves (11). .

+ 3 GOLD TIER RESERVES GLOBALLY: ®

- Aoraki Mackenzie (New Zealand)

* NamibRand Nature Reserve (Namibia)

® -
e Kerry (Irgland)



Council’s Role - Encourage, Facilitate, Support

»
* Supported Loggl Community Secure the Dark Sky Designatign

e Commitment through its planning policies and work
programmes to maintain and enhanceshe Dark Sky Reserve

» Maximise the oppottunity of the international @mgna‘tldn to
promote Astro-Tourism - @ growing niche within international
tourism and year-round visitor activity.

»

* Build a natiopal and international Community of Support for
the preject .

* Help to build a local knowledge base to support astgponomy
and Astro- Tourlsm development *

* Provide fundmg supports for Dark Sky Activities — festivals

etc.
.
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But,.. all directorates are involved to a lesser or greater extent

Kerry Dark Skies Project
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and most already actively promote economic development and promote/market their areas for

tourism, investment, and enterprise;
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October 2012
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National Policy ' ®

Putting People First

Action Programme for Effective
Local Government

Department of the Environment,

Community and Local Government

PEOPLE, PLACE AND POLICY
GROWING TOURISM TO 2025
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Regional & County Planning

KERRY

Kerry
ou“ty DeveloPmen Plan . Local Economic & Community Plan 2016 - 2022

Plean Aititiil Eacnamaiochta agus Pobail Chiarrai 2016-2022

WpoRmyg  suppoRTIN
Toums youn;

‘A county that honours the past and embraces the future
‘Contae le dhichas doimhin ag féach roimhe

Adopted on 16" February 2015
Effective from 16" March 2015 m

Coiste Forbartha Pobail
Aititil Chiarrai

Kerry

Rural Development Programme 2014 — 2020 - Ireland
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD)




Adopted on 16" February 2015
Effective from 16" March 2015
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Kerry County Development Plan 2015 - 2021
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Regional & Cou'nty Planning

Kerry
Local Economic & Community Plan 2016 - 2022 Sustainable Community Development Actions Lead Partners Outcome Delivery

Plean Aititiil Eacnamaiochta agus Pobail Chiarrai 2016-2022 ObJ\?CtiVES Timeframe

2.1.2  Protect the rich biodiversity and 2.1.2.1 Objectives NEI to NE 80 in the following KCC PPN, Procedures in ongoing
vulnerable natural s of the areas: An Taisce place to protect
county by implementing the objec- Designated Conser . Local commu- the landscape and
tives as set out in cha 10 of the 2 nities, TK, natural features of
Kerry County Development Plan / KEEP the county

1ste Water Treatment
Features or Areas of Geological Interest
Wetlands
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Community Woodlands

d Fragmentation
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‘A county that honours the past and embraces the future’

‘Contae le diich ag féach roimhe’




Regional & County Planning

1.3 Astro Tourism

1.3 Astro Tourism

1.3.6

Provide training opportunities for those in the hospitality
industry in astronomy and develop a team of accredited Short
‘night sky' quides. Term

Support the provision of a Mobile Observatory and/or
installation of observataries, at appropriate locations,
within the Dark Skies Resarve. This action is to be

investigated further at Municipal District Local Area Plan
preparation level.

13.8

Carry out a Dark Skies assessment for other potential Medium
areas of the county. Investigate the possibility of other IDA Term
Designations.

KCC, Failte
Ireland, UCC,

£ CIT, KETB, IT
Tralee, Local
Communities

Fiilte Ireland,
KCC

nf/a

nia KCC

KCC, Failte Ireland,
LICC, CIT, KETB,
[T Trabee, Local
Communities,

SKDP

Failte Ireland,
SKDP, Udaras na
Gaeltachta, Local

Communities,

ACARD

SKDF, NEWKD,
Failte Ireland, SEAI
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Regional & County Planning

4.1.7 Rural Tourism ~ Strategic Action 1.1.b
Rural Tourism — Strategic Action 1.1.b
Capital & Marketing.

Brief Description of Strategic Action:
This action will provide Rural Communities and businesses with capital and marketing supports to
KQ enhance the rural tourism infrastructure in a sustainable manner, develop new tourism products
Coiste Forbartha Pobail and services and support entrepreneurship and business development. It is underpinned by the
Aitiuil Chiarrai aim that all supports envisaged under this strategic action will ultimately seek to protect the
Kerry Local Community natural environment.
Belelopménit Committes Recreation and Amenity Tourism: Support for the development of marine tourism and water
based activities, walks and cycling trails, camping and camper parks at appropriate locations.
Seek to have Government and EU support for a ‘farmer’s dividend’ under the REPS or similar
schemes for landowners who provide free access to their lands for walking and cycling.
Festivals and Events: Maintain and develop community festivals and events and support
collective marketing of smaller festivals.
Culture and Heritage Tourism: Development of heritage trails and craft and food trails at
appropriate locations.
Eco Tourism: Support existing and new tourism providers develop their product into Eco Tourism
businesses and develop eco based tourism products such as angling, bird watching, whale and
dolphin spotting.
Wild Atlantic Way: Provide a range of supports including capital and marketing for communities
and businesses to develop and enhance their product offering and develop new ideas that will
optimise on opportunities presented by the Wild Atlantic Way and enable communities grow jobs

| or ongoing development of the lnternatlonal Dark Sky Reserve and |
| optimising spin-off opportun

arm agri-tourism based pro;ects
Tourism Networks & Clusters: Provide a range of marketing supports to local tourism
clusters/networks to support and further develop the marketing, branding, promotion and
destination building of their regions.
Primary Target Group:
Local Entrepreneurs, Tourism Businesses, Community groups, Walks Committees, Farmers,
Rural Development Programme 2014 — 2020 - Ireland i 7 Culture and Heritage groups.
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) Geographic Area:
County Kerry Co.Ker See also 4
CEABER Or_ganisatlon who will deliver Action:
Local Development Strategy This strategic action will be delivered by the LAG implementing partners, South Kermry
Development Partnership Ltd, North, East & West Kerry Development Ltd and IRD Duhallow.
Each implementing partner will deliver the action in their respective geographic areas.
Collaborating Organisations:
W HEWKLS AN Kerry County Council, Failte Ireland, Forestry Service, Coillte, Go Kerry, Destination Kerry, LAG
member organisations and agencies, Local tourism networks & clusters .
Timeframe for Delivery of Action:
Q2 2016 - Q4 2020
Programme Indicators & Targets:

N

Kerry - LEADER Local Development Strategy 2014 — 2020
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Regional & County Planning

Skellig Coast Visitor Experience Development Plan
Plean Forbartha Chdsta an Sceilig ar Eispéireas Cuairteora

£y Failte Ireland
@

National Tourism Development Authority

FINAL December 2016

WILD ATLANTIC WAY

Recommendations Moltai

D. Ocean Meets Sky at the Edge of the World

D1. Find Nature’s Window to the Past (Dark Skies) / Aimsigh Fuinneog

n Am Atd Caite (Spéartha Dorc For many, the idea of Dark

ring, but the opportunity to ex e the feeling is missed.

Small steps are needed to help guests see beyond the clouds and their

current way of wing the planets and stars, to allow them to appreciate an
ancient storybook in the sky.

Recom~ _..uations
CATALYST 8: Deliver Dark Skies programmes for visitors and tou
operators with the local communities, and promote them in Ireland
and internationally with the support of Fiilte Ireland and Tourism
Ireland.

Examine the potential of developing a of a mobile observatory in the

short term and a permanent planetarium in the longer term, and

encourage the establishment of other observatories (incuding
pmmercial sites), to enable night sky viewing across the regiog

D2. Feel the Power of the Edge / Mothaigh Cumhacht an Imeall: This could
possibly be viewed as the most successfully delivered signature

on the Skellig Coast at present, as there are numerous products an
business operators already deli g this. In order to lift this experien
the next step will be to link the landscape to the story of the p

create journeys and moments of reflection.

Recommendations

D21 Package new walks in line with international best practice to extend

the Kerry Way concept and to promote trails of high cultural
significance such as the Kimego Forest Walk and Cnoc na dTobar.
Examine the potential of the sustainable development of a network
of Blueways, both coastal and inland, including Cahersiveen to
Knightstown and Portmagee.
In consultation with stakeholders examine the potential of the
lighthouses on Skellig Michael and at Cromwell Point and connect
the Lighthouse families with the Knights of Kerry story and the
fishing industry of the region.

D3. Have an Up-close Marine Encounter / Biodh Didth-theagmhdil Mara
g ith marine encounters rapidly evolving into experiences of 'surprise
d delight’, new products and places are needed to further develop this

experience.

Recommendations

D31 CATALYST 9: Examine the potential of delivering a Sea/wild
Atlantic Centre that is dedicated to the sea based in Waterville and
a Marine Education and izen Science Fadility (WEAVE) in
Cahersiveen.
CATALYST 10: Support the co ved operation of a marine eco-
tour from Portmagee, Cahersiveen or Valentia Island as an
alternative or addition to the Skellig Boat journey (including Puffin
Island and the Kerry Cliffs), and to Beginish Island and Knightstown.

Skellig Coast | Visitor Experience Development Plan




Other Dark Sky Actions by Council

»
* Hosted Dark Slgies Information Day in Cahersiveen. Speakers
included Brecon Beacon Dark Skies Team,from Wales. 120

* local people attended. e .

* Organised UCC accredited star gazing guide courses foglocals
+ in 2016 and 2017. 60 people now accredited. ®

- Have retro-fitted public lighting in all villages within dark sky
reserve with dark sky compliant lighting. This work will
contlnue in 7018 and 2019.

e Set up expert working group to develop a moblle observatory
as a shared resource between communities within the Dark
® SkyReserve. =

* Supported nurgerous events — Skellig Star Party, Messier
Marathon,gVisit of Vatican Astronomer, media visits.



”:G‘r}aduation Ceremony of Star Gazing Guides in UCC, 26 April 2016




\ﬁprry counfy Cotmcll und
~ the Desﬁnaﬂoﬁl@rry Touﬁsm Forum :

WEI.COMES YQU TO
.

STAR POWER

Astronomy Course
Organised by University College Cork
& Cork Institute of Technology

26th to 28th February 2016

e

MESSIER
MARATHON

Charles MESSIER catalogued
110 night sky objects in the 1700s

Join top notch astronomers attempting
to observe them all in one night
in the Kerry International Dark Sky Reserve

Ueynote speaker Dr Matthieu Husson of the Observatoire de Paris
Planetarium Shows from CIT Blackrock Castle Observatory
Astronomy Equipment Stand with Utec Telescopes.

Special deals with Hostels Guest House and Hotels.

MARCH 24TH/25TH 2017

kerrydarkskytourism@yahooie | facebook.com/messierkerry

ﬁkelllg'Star Party AN

WILD ATI.AN‘NC WAY
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These seeking 1o look deep ihto the
‘night sky. free-of light:pallution, can find .
sanctuary not far from the UK Insouth,

X west freland at-the Kerry International - ;
Dark-Sky Réserve. Greg Smye-Rumsby
&Rachel Lovera report
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8 Orion stands magnificent against a trly dark
Dackground, revealng falnt stari not acrmally seen by
the naked eye from many locatioms. Image: Gareth
Loughran (www fltersforcameras com/ www lam gl
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Project hc to take advantage of
Kerry International Dark-Sky Reserve
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HomeNews

A new high-tech all-weather observatory is due to hit the
road in Kerry giving visitors the chance to experience
presentations on the dark-sky environment. Amateur
astronomer George Doyle (above) has photographed the area's
skies extensively.
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Visit of Bro. Guy Consolmagno, SJ, Director of the Vatica
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Other Ke.r'ryzpunty Council Initiatives
in Skelhg Region
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Ingredients for Success
. Ideﬁtify Proggict Gap and provide Unique foering A
.* Be ambitious. Think outside the box!
e Strong Community Involvément
+ * Strong Elected M®mbar Support *
. Cultivete Relationships with Community Groups,
State Agenaes Third Level Institutions, Expert
Groups in Ireland and overseas.

e Shared V|S|on
e Staffing and Resource Commitment by Council .. coupled by *

. Resource.commltment by Partners
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