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Context
• Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

• Located on Ring of Kerry and Wild Atlantic Way, Skellig Michael

• Attracts circa 1m visitors – majority day visitors from Killarney

• However, …..

• Tourist Season is short – summer months

• Region is suffering from economic decline and de-population

• Population of Cahersiveen declined by 15% from 2002 to 2016.

• One of the lowest disposable incomes in country

• School enrolments in sharp decline
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First Gold Tier Dark Sky 
Reserve in Europe

Launch of Kerry International Dark Sky Reserve, Jan 2014



Light Pollution in Europe



Light pollution is 
not only a 
hindrance to 
astronomy, but 
it also impacts 
the 
environment.

IDA – International Dark Sky Association





Certified IDA International 

Dark Sky Reserves (11)

3 GOLD TIER RESERVES GLOBALLY:

• Aoraki Mackenzie (New Zealand)

• NamibRand Nature Reserve (Namibia)

• Kerry (Ireland)

)



Council’s Role  - Encourage, Facilitate, Support

• Supported Local Community Secure the Dark Sky Designation

• Commitment through its planning policies and work 
programmes to maintain and enhance the Dark Sky Reserve

• Maximise the opportunity of the international designation to 
promote Astro-Tourism - a growing niche within international 
tourism and year-round visitor activity.

• Build a national and international Community of Support for 
the project

• Help to build a local knowledge base to support astronomy 
and Astro-Tourism development 

• Provide funding supports for Dark Sky Activities – festivals 
etc.
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Kerry Dark Skies Project

Chief Executive

Director of Economic 
& Community 
Development 

Director of Water, 
Environment, Fire and 

Library Services

Director of 
Operations Capital 

Infrastructure & 
Safety

Director of Corporate 
Services & Housing

Head of Finance County Solicitor

Tourism Unit

Senior 
Management 
Structure 

But… all directorates are involved to a lesser or greater extent 
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Regional & County Planning
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Regional & County Planning



Other Dark Sky Actions by Council
• Hosted Dark Skies Information Day in Cahersiveen. Speakers 

included Brecon Beacon Dark Skies Team from Wales. 120 
local people attended.

• Organised UCC accredited star gazing guide courses for locals 
in 2016 and 2017. 60 people now accredited.

• Have retro-fitted public lighting in all villages within dark sky 
reserve with dark sky compliant lighting. This work will 
continue in 2018 and 2019.

• Set up expert working group to develop a mobile observatory 
as a shared resource between communities within the Dark 
Sky Reserve.

• Supported numerous events – Skellig Star Party, Messier 
Marathon, Visit of Vatican Astronomer, media visits.



Graduation Ceremony of Star Gazing Guides in UCC, 26 April 2016



County Planning – changed approaches



County Planning – changed approaches



Visit of Bro. Guy Consolmagno, SJ, Director of the Vatican Observatory to Kerry., October 2017



Mobile  Observatory



Tourism - Education/Innovation/Living Landscape 

Valentia Island
UNESCO World Heritage 

Application

Skellig Michael
World Heritage Site

Cill Rialig
Arts Centre

South Kerry
Greenway

Other Kerry County Council Initiatives
in Skellig Region



Ingredients for Success
• Identify Product Gap and provide Unique Offering

• Be ambitious. Think outside the box! 

• Strong Community Involvement

• Strong Elected Member Support

• Cultivate Relationships with Community Groups,

State Agencies, Third Level Institutions, Expert   

Groups in Ireland and overseas.

• Shared Vision

• Staffing and Resource Commitment by Council .. coupled by

• Resource commitment by Partners



Gura Maith Agat

THANK YOU


