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Rural Clare:  
- searching for a team vision. 



High level strategic view 
of Rural Clare.



Re-orientate our current 
strategic direction as a 

Rural Development Forum.



Clare Rural Development Forum Launch 
of Rural Development Strategy:

September 2017



Launch of 
Clare Rural 

Development 
Strategy:

September 
2017



Why a Rural Development 
Forum?

Why have a County 
Strategy?

What drove Clare to this?



Challenges in Clare?



Challenges in Clare?

 1981-2016 Population growth of 61% in 
one part of county V’s 3% decline in rural.



Challenges in Clare?

 Withdrawal of private investment in retail, 
manufacturing, ancillary services, 
agriculture.

 Contraction of public services: health 
/GPs, Garda, Post Offices, transport, 
enterprise development, welfare support 
services.



Challenges in Clare?

 Protracted wait for physical and service 
infrastructure: schools, broadband, water, 
public transport, broadband. 

 Employment: lack of employment 
opportunities compatible with our 
educated younger generation and long 
commutes to work

 Attractiveness of rural living diminished.



 Lack of employment opportunities 
compatible with our educated younger 
generation and long commutes to work.



Challenges in Clare?

 Flexibility of communities 
constrained. 

 Maintaining costly community 
facilities that exceed needs. 

 Steady decline in new family 
formations.



Challenges in Clare?



 These dynamics will lead to ...

.... TERMINAL DECLINE unless reversed.

 → The case for a Rural Development 

approach.

 Sept. 2016 – first ever Rural Development 
Directorate established in Clare County 
Council.

 Jan. 2017 - National Context: Government 
Action Plan for Rural Development.



New Coordinates for 
Rural Change.



What is Rural Development?

Is it this?



What is Rural Development?

Rural Development is the process of
improving the quality of life, social and
economic well-being of people living in
rural areas.

It is a distinct approach to interventions
by the state in the social life and
economies of underdeveloped counties. It
is broader and more specific than
'agricultural development’



It is as much about engaging people
in a process to support projects
/services /community as it is to
provide direct financial and physical
interventions.



Strategy Actions

1.Social Enterprises

2.Multi-Service Centres

3.Co-operating Towns and Parishes

4.Broadband & Digital

5.Managing the Environment

6.Age Friendly

7.Rural Way of Life

8.Transport, Education & Water



▪ Potential to create 
employment.

▪ Provide services locally.

▪ Incentive for people to locate to and visit 
rural areas.

▪ Improved value for money.

▪ Improved efficiency of service delivery

Importance of all actions:



1. JOBS including Social Enterprises



2. Community Run 
Multi-Service Centres

Example:
West Clare Resource Centre, 
Miltown Malbay



What do Multi-Service Centres 
Provide

A range of public services will be offered from a 

central location
o Enterprise hubs - Employment and Enterprise Supports
o Advisory & information services (e.g. Tourism, Farming) 
o Family support services
o Transport services
o Health screening services
o Education and training services



3. Co-operating Towns 

and Parishes



Co-operating Towns and Parishes



4. Broadband and Digital



Realising Clare’s Digital Potential
Our Place, Our Home



Strategic Action Areas 



Digital Hubs in Kilrush, 
Miltown, Feakle, 

Ennistymon, Ennis



5. Managing the 
Environment



6. Age Friendly 
Communities



7. Celebrating the Rural 

Way of Life



8. Infrastructure -
Transport, Education 

and Water



Clare Rural Development Forum 
- new coordinates. 



Clare Rural Development Forum 
- playing as a team to win. 


